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This is a special edition of the Parish Council’s bulletin in which the Parish Council looks at how we can save 

our local countryside from imminent massive industrialisation. Yes, it really is a threat unless we all take action.  

Many people across the Parish will be aware of the planning application to build a 235 acre (160 football pitches) solar farm on land 

between New Ash Green and Ridley. The application includes cabling through New Ash Green and a connection in West Yoke. It       

includes a site 1.8 kilometers long by up to 1 kilometer wide on Green Belt farmland. The development will join up the villages of New 

Ash Green and Ridley.  It will see many, many thousands of solar panels and security fences on the slopes of the valley, as well as a 2.3 

acre site for the Battery Energy Storage System (BESS).   

Although the consultation period closed in March, the developer has now submitted further information and local people can again 

have their say.   

The Parish Council held a public meeting in February to enable the community to have its say on the proposals and the No to New Ash 

Green Solar (NoNAGS) group has held 5 public meetings. All of these have been well-attended. Both organisations and the NAG Village 

Association, have submitted strong objections to the proposal. But there is more to do.   

We asked the key players who are working on behalf of the community to tell us about their work.  

We asked him: We know the Parish Council is opposed to the development. Can you tell us why?  He said…Yes we are obviously    

opposed to the development. First and most important is that it’s inappropriate development in the Green Belt and there are no     

special circumstances to justify that. Linked to that is the damage to the agricultural value to the land, including the use of concrete.  

There are serious concerns around landscape and visual impact as well as the ecological concerns. We had concerns about the fire risk 

and safety regarding the battery storage and the limited access for fire fighters and contamination to the groundwater. A further worry 

was the impact on local heritage and therefore the visual impact on the local character. The Council endorsed concerns about         

footpaths. Regarding noise pollution, we felt that the developer’s assessment was insufficient and that the humming of the inverters 

and BESS would carry to residential areas and that noise emissions would be intrusive. 

The parish council held a public meeting about the solar farm. What were people concerned about most?  Concerns were about the 

location - that it is the wrong location. People were not against solar farms in general but that this location is extremely wrong. They 

were also worried about impacts on the farm itself - what would happen to the land in the long term - it probably wouldn’t be returned 

to agricultural use. Also there was concern about the developer selling on the land and there being no community benefit. It was a very 

fired up meeting. The developer was present - they didn’t say anything that wasn’t already in the public domain.   

Does this development affect the whole parish?  Yes it does. There is the direct impact to Ridley itself and the neighbours on New Ash 

Green. There are wider impacts on the whole parish – impacts on the local roads, disruption during the construction with works       

coming through New Ash Green. There is potential risk with fire and water pollution over a very wide area, including Hartley. People 

who currently enjoy the footpaths and open countryside will be very affected. 

How do you think people can help to oppose the development?  Obviously, submitting their own responses to Sevenoaks and making 

sure each comment is individual. Also they can consider donating to No to New Ash Green Solar (NoNAGS) to help fight the cause. Any 

resident who wants to raise awareness should do so.  There are still a lot of people who are quite in the dark about it.  
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Chairman of the No to New Ash Green Solar Group (NoNAGS) - Peter Tasker 

We asked Peter Tasker what he thinks are the likely impacts from the proposed solar farm?  The primary visible impact would be on 

the whole historic dry valley which is destroyed by complete and utter loss of the Green Belt in that area. The slopes  of the valley 

would be covered in solar panels. The enjoyment of that area would be totally lost for everybody in the local community and visitors. 

The footpaths that currently enjoy views across the valley would be encapsulated by high security fences and other infrastructure. This 

is total industrialisation of this area of countryside. For the two local communities, New Ash Green  and Ridley, the tranquility would 

be lost, which is probably one of our main assets. There would be a constant humming noise. An area 1.8km by up to 1 km of            

pastureland of green belt would be covered in glass. The industrial views would be inescapable and our ancient woodland would be at 

risk. There is now also a danger to life brought about by the BESS, made up of 48 containers of batteries with the high risk of fire. 

There is the potential contamination of aquifers underneath the site and the potential for contamination of drinking water for a large 

number of people. There is also the risk from HF gas, which can be fatal if you are near to the fire. In addition to all of that, because of 

the rural location the area is served by a retained fire station plus manned fire stations close to Morrisons in Northfleet, Rochester and 

Strood and the response times will mean that the fire will be established by the time that fire fighters arrive. A fire at a BESS in          

Liverpool took 6 million litres of water and 59 hours to extinguish. Our question is, where would 6 million litres of contaminated fire 

water go when it's in the ground? 

What sort of support have you had in opposing the application? The support from the local community and further afield has been 

amazing. To date 719 letters of opposition have been sent to Sevenoaks District Council. We have 2,727 signatures on our petition   

opposing the development.  The financial support from members of the community has allowed us to finance experts to support our 

opposition. They are led by our legal team of Buxtons, who wrote a 42 page letter of objection supported by 8 expert reports.  

How optimistic are you about the outcome? People who live in the parish are in the hands of Sevenoaks District Council. Our           

opposition argument is sound and well-thought-through. However, we are nowhere near the end of this fight. Therefore, further     

support including financial support is definitely needed. The change that this community will experience has been described as          

‘life-changing’ if we cannot resist this development. 

What can people do to help? Ensure they write and continue to write to Sevenoaks with their opposition. The closing date is 5th June 

but in our experience they will accept later responses. We continue to need funding. On the 14th May, 26 new documents were     

posted on the Sevenoaks District Council planning website and these need to be reviewed by our experts. We now have to prepare for 

any appeal by the developer if Sevenoaks refuses the application.  This all costs money. We are nowhere near the end of this fight.  

Communications Director of the New Ash Green Village Association—Cameron Clark 

We asked Cameron Clark, why do you think the developers chose this area for their development?  He said: They had two main    

reasons. The first was the incorrect belief that Sevenoaks Council is obliged to host a proportionate share of the national need for    

increased renewable power generation despite the policies that protect the rural environment.  Second, they had found a willing     

landowner who would make the site available if Evolution Power could overcome the constraints of its location.  

How do you think this development would affect the ethos and setting of New Ash Green? A large-scale industrial site just beyond 

the edge of the village would destroy the concept of a ‘village in the countryside’ which was the vision of Eric Lyons in the 1960s and is 

now an historic example of town planning.  

How do you think people can help? Local people can influence the planning process by writing to Sevenoaks Council highlighting      

attention to the importance of protecting the site from development that would destroy its rural nature and introduce unacceptable 

environmental risks. Next, it will be important to ask local councillors to persuade the members of the Council’s Development          

Management Committee that they should look carefully at the proposal to see if there are enough evidence-based arguments to refuse 

permission. 

You can find out more about how to object to 

the planning application on the NoNAGS      

website. Just look up: www.no-nags.co.uk and 

you will find information about how to object. 

Or use this QR code. You can use the same QR 

code to find out how to donate to the fighting 

fund.  The closing date to respond is 5th June 

but in our experience they will accept later   

responses. 

Hodsoll Street—Casual Vacancy  

A vacancy has arisen for a Parish Councillor to represent 

the Hodsoll Street & Ridley Ward. Those persons       

interested in becoming a Parish Councillor, please apply 

in writing to the Clerk, Ash-cum-Ridley Parish Council, 

Ash Green Sports Centre, Ash Road, New Ash Green, 

DA3 8JZ or by email, enquiries@ashcumridley-pc.gov.uk 

giving brief background details and why you would like 

to join the Council.  

http://www.no-nags.co.uk

